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Art. L—CASE OF DIFFICULT LABOUR, WHICH WAS SUC- 

CESSFULLY TERMINATED BY THE USE OF THE FOR- 
CEPS. 


BY W. 0. MULLER, MEMBER OF DR. WARRINGTON’S OBSTETRIC CLASS, 


‘Mrs. R. C., aged 30, in her eighth pregnancy, was taken with laboar- 
fees about 6 o’clock in the evening of Wednesday, Oct. 9th, 1839. She 

aving been confided to my charge by Dr. Warrington, I was sent for 
shortly after 9 p. m.. on Wednesday. On reaching her, about 10 o’clock, | 
found the pains pretty severe, and succeeding each other at intervals of from 
three to five minutes ; there appeared also to be an alternation of weak and 
strong pains. On examination to ascertain the progress of labour, the lips 
of the os uteri were found to be large and soft, but as yet there was no per- 
ceivable dilatation. A second examination, about one hour afterwards, dis- 
covered the orifice considerably enlarged, the edges of the os uteri being 
very thin, sharp, and relaxed. Finding that after the lapse of another hour 
no progress was making, while the pains continued severe and frequent, Dr. 
Warrington was sent for, and arrived about 1, a.m. The uterine contrac- 
tions at this time were very active. The position which the patient had all 
along found most convenient was that upon the knees, while she supported 
herself by resting the elbows on a chair, and was loud im her entreaties to 
the attendants to bear down upon her back. The membranes were ruptured 
by Dr. Warrington soon after his arrival ; these were so soft posteriorly as 
to present a sort of pad, and give an idea of a portion of the placenta. 
There was, however, no hemorrhage. The vertex was found posteriorly, 
sometimes presenting to the right, and sometimes to the left sacro-iliac 
symphysis. The promontory of the sacrum was much greater than usual ; 
a spine of bone was thrown backward from the symphysis pubis to thevex~ 
‘tent of one eighth of an inch; a projection of bone appeared also to spring 
from the linea ileo-pectinea, opposite the left acetabulum, sufficient to inter- 
fere with the usual dimensions of the pelvis. The patient complained of 
the most severe and intolerant pains in the back when uterine contractions 
occurred, and would press her hands with the utmost force into the lumbar 
region ; insisting, moreover, as dbove remarked, upon “ taking her pains on 
her knees, and having two women to press with their whole weight upon her 
back.” Under the most severe contractions, the foetus was scarcely at all 
advanced. At 4, a. M., having summoned two other members of his obste- 
tric class, viz. John R. Justice, and Edward Hartshorne, the former of whom 
arrived very shortly, Dr. Warrington attempted the introduction of the 
long forceps, (the patient being placed upon her back at the foot of the bed.) 
Both blades could be passed in easily, but it was impossible to bring them 
to lock, though both blades were frequently alternately withdrawn and reino- 
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troduced. Thinking it might be possible to introduce and lock the narrow- 
bladed short-handled forceps of Professor Davis, of London, Dr. Warring- 
ton went home, and returned with Davis’s narrow, and also his broad-bladed 
forceps. The narrow blades were passed into the pelvis, but owing to the 
relation of the child’s head with the tumour, he was unable to adjust them 
so as to make them lock. Dr. W. then proposed a consultation with Pro- 
fessor Hodge at 84, a. M., requesting me in the mean time to take some 
repose and refreshment. Mr. Justice left at the same time, to meet another 
engagement. Messrs. Edward Hartshorne and Moore now arrived, and 
thirty-eight drops of laudanum were given to the patient, with the hope of 
enabling her to take some repose. The contractions continued incessant 
d severe, and upon a subsequent examination (as Dr. W. has recorded in 

is notes of the progress of the case during my absence,) it occurred to him 
that if he would change the position by the vectis, so as to place the left 
temple of the child in the situation now occupied by the right parietal pro- 
tuberance, he might apply the blades advantageously. Dr. W. then intro- 
duced the vectis under the right ramus of the pubis, and applied the hollow 


surface to the side of the child’s face, swept it round under the arch, and 


succeeded in bringing the occiput to the second position. This was done 


while the patient was apon her left side. As she was firmly fixed and well 


supported by Messrs. Hartshorne and Moore, Dr. W. passed in the wide- 
bladed forceps of Davis, locked them readily, and began to act with some 
effect, when the bolt which is intended to secure the joint made in one of 
the blades for its more ready introduction in certain cases gave way, and 
rendered that blade useless. Dr. W. immediately withdrew the blade, and 
adapting it to the opposite blade of the narrow forceps, found that they had 


_ the same lock and curve, and determined to slide in the narrow blade, which 


could be opposed to the broad one still in the pelvis. The attempt suc- 
ceeded most satisfactorily. Having every thing now well adjusted, some 
vibratory motion was used in the direction of the bi-parieta] diameter of the 
child’s head, at the same time traction effort was made to the entire extent 
of his physical strength, for several seconds; the patient, making a most 
vigorous expulsive effort, the child began to advance slowly—rotation was 
ected, and in probably five minutes the occiput appeared at the anterior 
commissure of the vulva. The perineal tumour now became large ; it was 
supported, and the head was extruded. The shoulders were equally retained 
several minutes; by strong assistance, however, the whole fwtus was 
delivered by about 8 o’clock ;—the placenta being delivered by Mr. G. 
Hartshorne, and the bandage applied by the assistance of Mr. E. J. Moore. 
The patient was then placed comfortably in bed, with directions that she 
should be kept entirely quiet. The child, which, contrary to expectation, 
was living, was washed and dressed. The teft side of its forehead gave 
evidence of the pressure to which it had been exposed, as the cuticle was 
stripped off to the extent of one by two inches, This was dressed with 


simple cerate. 


hursday evening, Oct. 10th.—Patient has slept well since this morning. 
Has had considerable thirst. Drink—toast water, and oat-meal grue!. 


Complains of feeling very sore about the vulva, and of general weakness. 


Abdomen tender ; has slight oppression of the chest. hen ordered to 
cough, complains of pain in pelvic region. Patient was seen this afternoon 
r. Warrington, who drew off a considerable quantity of urine by the 

catheter. An additional quantity is now again drawn off by the same 
means. Pulse not much disturbed, nor is heat of skin great, but rather coo! 
and moist; nv headach ; doing very well. 

Ordered a bread poultice over pubis, and the cloths to be changed every 
three hours. 

Friday morning.-~ Slept soundly all night, and was not disturbed to 
change the poultice. 


; 
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Friday evening.—Patient has now a slight fever. Eighteen ounces of 
blood taken from her by Mr. E. Hartshorne. 

Saturday morning, 9 o’clock.—Had a good night’s rest ; slight tenderness 
of abdomen yet; pulse strong, and about 96; skin warm and moist. Ordered 
a dose of castor oil, to be followed by an injection of salt water, if it does 
not operate. 

Saturday evening.—Patient doing very well; pulse 95; skin as above. 
Has not slept much during the day. Castor oil caused six dejections. The 
uterus soft, and in the right side; paim caused by slight pressure in that 
region; patient now passes her urine freely. Vagina was now washed out 
by a few aqueous injections. 

Sunday morning, 13th.—Patient slept well during the night, and feels 
comfortable. Perspired considerably last night; pulse now about 95; skin 
moist and cool. Had copious lochial discharge since last visit; breasts 
well filled. 

Monday morning.—Still doing very well; pulse and skin natural; ten- 
derness of abdomen gone; slept well all day yesterday, and therefore nat 
much last night; appetite good ; restricted to a diet of oat-meal gruel and 
gum water. Lochia still copious, and not offensive; tongue clean. Child 
also doing well. 

Tuesday afternoon.—Still doing well. Complains yet, however, of much 
weakness in the back. 

Thursday afternoon.—Mother and child both doing well. Wound in the 
child’s scalp suppurating. Ordered to continue Goulard’s cerate. 

Saturday afternoon.—Improving as usual. The mother was out of bed 
the greater part of yesterday, and to-day complains of weakness, and is not 
so well. Thirst considerable; has had three stools since this day week; 
appetite good. Diet of chicken soup, toast and tea, oat-meal gruel. Milk 
abundant, and breasts painfully distended. She is relieved by having them 
drawn frequently. 

Complains of very hot feet, for which she was ordered a tepid foot-bath, 
and to leave them uncovered in bed. 

Ordered a dose of castor oil. 

From this time the patient continued to gain strength rapidly, and in a 
few days stood in no need of further attendance. Child’s head healed. 

Wu. H. Mi.ter. 


Art. I.—CASES OF CHRONIC HYDROCEPHALUS SUCCESS- 
FULLY TREATED BY PRESSURE.' 


RY J. F. BARNARD, ESQ., SENIOR SURGEON TO THE WALCOTT DISPENSARY, &C.* 


The following cases illustrate the efficacy of a mode of treatment which 
Mr. Barnard strongly advocates in chronic hydrocephalus. Mr. Barnard 
informs us, that he was led to adopt this plan of treatment “ from observing 
some adult heads, of such a size as could have been caused by no other than 
hydrocephalus in infancy.” In these cases Nature probably had effected a 
cure by a comparatively early union of the bones of the head, thereby form- 
ing a natural and most efficient bandage. Hence, the obvious indication to 
imitate Nature and apply gradual compression to the head. 

Case 1.~—A child, about a year and a half old, was born to all appearance 
healthy, and continued so until six months old, when the head was first 
observed to increase in size. Mr. Barnard did not see it until the disease 


' From a pamphlet recently pablished by Simpkin & Co., London. 
* London Lancet, Oct. 12, 1839, p. 82. 
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was so far advanced as to make him almost despair of its terminating 
favourably. The head was exceedingly large, weighing nearly as much as 
two thirds of the rest of the body, and measuring in circumference twenty- 
two inches and a half. The child lay in a state of stupor, and was unable, 
in the least degree, to move its head. There was slight strabismus and a 
rolling of the eyeballs, and almost constant startings of the muscles of the 
whole body, but more particularly of the face. The countenance had a 
cadaverous appearance, and the skin was of a yellowish colour; the eyes 
were sunk in their sockets, and inclosed in a dark ring. The flesh was 
flabby and seemingly hanging on the bones; the evacuations from the 
bowels were particularly unhealthy, sometimes green, sometimes blackish, 
but never of a healthy colour, nor indeed had they been healthy since half a 
year after its birth. The tongue was constantly covered with a thick white 
‘coat; when its head was moved it screamed, and seemed sensible of pain. 
The head was directed to be shaved perfectly clean, strips of adhesive plas- 
ter, about three quarters of an inch wide, were then applied completely 
round the head from before backwards, and so that the ends overlapped 
each other two inches behind, and covering the space from the eyebrows to 
where the hair commences, and as low down as the ears would permit ; 
then, with cross strips, from one side to the other, over the crown of the 
head ; and, lastly, one long strip, reaching from the forehead within half an 
inch of the root of the nose over the crown of the head, likewise to the nape 
of the neck. This gave effectual support to the parietes of the cranium. 
The whole head was kept constantly covered with linen dipped in cold 
water, and the child took no other medicine than a little castor oil, when 
the bowels required it. The good effects of this practice were evident; in 
less than a week the little patient could move its head much better, the 
squinting had cee ama the secretions from the bowels were more 
healthy, and the startlings of the muscles were less frequent. He had not 
screamed on rolling or moving the head since the bandage was.applied. In 
2 fortnight, the size of the head was reduced in circumference three quarters 
of an inch; the child was more lively, and began to take notice of the per- 
sons around it; the secretions from the bowels were healthy and evacuated 
regularly ; the tongue nearly clean, and the skin of a natural colour; the 
countenance more composed and animated. 

Two months after the bandage was first applied, the child iesared in 
every respect bealthy, but the head was still larger than it ought to be— 
measuring twenty inches and rather more in circumference; the flesh was 
firm, and the skin of a healthy mottled hue. The bandage was worn about 
two months longer, having been renewed about once a fortnight. The 
bones were then united, and the head firm, and the child well, only requiring 
time to bring its muscles into action which had been so long quiescent. 

Case 2.—J. W., a child ten months old, who, according to the account 
received from the parents, was born perfectly healthy, and remained so for a 
month, when it appeared to fall into a sickly and unhealthy state, as they sup- 
posed from dry nursing, the mother being unable to sneltfe it. Two medical 
men in succession had been consulted, without advantage, and the head, | 
was told, had been enlarging for some months. It now measured twenty- 
one inches in circumference ; the fontanelles were quite open and distended, 
and the bones loose and movable; the complexion sallow, face bloated, 
muscles relaxed and flabby ; pupils dilated and insensible to light, strabis- 
mus, and sometimes convulsions. She lay in a half comatose state, and 
appeared to be insensible to things passing around her; bowels regular, but 
excretions unhealthy. Mr. Barnard directed the head to be shaved, and 
then applied the adhesive plaster in the manner described, omitting the 
“or. of cold water. 

arch 5. In a week the — symptoms were improved, secretions 
from the bowels healthy, and the squinting gone; head not decreased in 


size ; plasters firm; had taken her food better. 
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16. Has had no convulsions since second ; bowels still continue regular, 
with only one dose of castor oil; countenance much improved, and com- 
plexion clearer ; begins to take notice of things passing around her. 

April 10. Plasters have begun to loosen; they were therefore removed, 
and fresh applied. The head was found to have decreased half an inch. 

From this time the health of the child regularly progressed, and every bad 
symptom had left her by the end of the month. 

May 6. The child has gained flesh, and the muscles become much firmer. 
Appetite good, and has generally a healthy appearance. The plasters were 
again renewed, and the circumference found to have decreased an inch. 

hey were again renewed in the beginning of June, and left off the follow- 
ing mouth, when the child appeared in perfect health, the head measuring 
eighteen and half inches. 

Case 3.—January 15. Jane Parfitt, a child eight months old, was born 
with a large head, which has sensibly increased up to the present time. 
Both the anterior and posterior fontanelles are very open, and the parietes 
distended ; the bones of the skull are thin, movable, and separated from 
each other. She is constaatly in a recumbent position, from inability to 
sustain the head upright; pupils dilated, and insensible to light; slight 
strabismus, occasional convulsions, and great restlessness, sickness, and 
unnatural secretions from the bowels; appetite good, almost voracious ; 
face pale and emaciated ; an inattention to surrounding objects, amounting 
almost tocoma. The head was shaved, and the plaster bandage applied ; 
the circumference of the head is nineteen inches. The compression pro- 
duced no additional uneasiness, nor any increase of symptoms. Castor oil 
to be given occasionally, if required. 

During the first month there was little apparent alteration in the size of 
the head, or the state of the patient, excepting that the convulsions were 
thought to be not so frequent, and the evacuations had a more healthy 
appearance. The castor oil had only been given twice; strapping quite 

rm. 

March 2. Has had no convulsions for a fortnight; strabismus gone, eva- 
cuations natural aod regular; head appears to be gradually getting firmer ; 
expression of the face much more pleasant and healthy ; sleeps well. 

15. The plaster was renewed, as it had become corrugated in several 
laces ; the long strip, from the forehead to the occiput, was omitted, as 
rom the increased firmness of the head it appeared to be useless. At this 
renewal the head was found to have decreased in size half an inch. 

The case went on well for six weeks, without one untoward symptom. 
The child has increased in flesh ; the evacuations are natural ; the conval- 
sions and restlessness have entirely disappeared; the head is much firmer ; 
the fontanelles are smaller, and the sutures are nearly closed. 

May 3. Strapping renewed; the head, by measurement, has diminished 
but little ; the child is better able to move it, although the muscles of the 
neck have not yet sufficient strength to sustain it. Has cut four teeth since 
the commencement of the treatment. 

From this time the little patient gradually improved in health and strength. 
The plasters were again renewed for the last time about the latter end of 
aly 5 the child was now able to hold up its head with but little oscillation. 
In September it appeared in perfect health, with a head rather larger than 
common (measuring about eighteen inches in circumference), but quite firm 
in every part, excepting a small portion of the anterior fontanelle. Mr. 
Barnard saw the child twelve months after, when it seemed, in every respect, 
to be well. 

Case,4.—At six months old I decided on submitting to the process of 
compression the head of this child, which measured 194 inches in cireum- 
ference. The fontanelles were much open, and distended with fluid; the 
bones loose and movable. The child was perfectly unable to sustain its 
head, and lay constantly in a recumbent posture; the countenance bloated 
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and indicating distress ; pupils dilated and insensible to light ; strabismus, 
restlessness, and occasional convulsions; skin dry and harsh, and urine 
scanty; bowels rather costive, The head was shaved, and the plasters 
applied on the first of June. ; 

une 15. There is a marked improvement in the state of the child; he 
was much quieter, and the strabismus had disappeared ; the pupils contracted 
a little on the admission of light ; countenance better ; plasters firm. 

July 2. Have had some trouble in keeping the bowels open with castor 
oil, but the child in every respect is better; the countenance with rather a 
comfortable expression ; skin soft; and urine passed in a natural quantity. 
The plasters were renewed, and the head found to be reduced in size full 
half an inch. 

24. The plasters again renewed. The child continues improving; the 
face has now a natural and pleasant expression; and every symptom of 
anasarca gone; bowels more regular, and requiring castor oil only about 
once a week. After this the plasters were twice renewed, and the patient 

dually improved, both in health and strength, until the beginning of 

tober, when he was attacked with measles, which, however, he passed 
through favourably ; and in the beginning of December appeared to be in 
perfect health, with the head reduced to eighteen inches, and quite firm, 
except the anterior fontanelle, which was still partially open. 

Case 5.—A child twelve months old, whose head was observed to have 
been increasing in size for the previous four months, now measured in cir- 
ference nineteen inches ; the fontanelles and sutures were much open, but 
the parietes were not by peasy distended, although fluid could be dis- 
tinctly felt; the whole head was loose and flabby, and the bones as it were 
floating ; the countenance shrunk and pallid, and the body generally much 
emaciated ; pupils dilated, and one eyelid dropped, which the patient seemed 

rfectly unable to lift; slight convulsions occasionally ; but usually it lay 
m a quiet sleepy state; took its food rather voraciously ; the bowels irregu- 
lar, sometimes loose and sometimes costive, but the excretions always 
unhealthy. It had been attended by three separate medical gentlemen, who 
had given up the case as hopeless, 

The head was shaved, and the adhesive bandage applied on the 10th of 
March ; and, although compression was carried to a much greater extent 
than I had ventured on in any other case, no untoward symptom followed. 

For three months no particular change in the state of the child took place ; 
at this time, June the 10th, although the plasters were still firm, I thought it 
well, from the growth of the hair and other circumstances, to renew them, 
which accordingly I did. The bowels were still irregular, requiring occa- 
sionally a dose of castor oil, which answered the purpose exceedingly well, 
and no other medicine was given; the appetite still continued good; the 
food consisted of bread and milk and arrow-root. 

July 15. The plasters again renewed ; no particular change in the state 
of the patient. The head appeared rather firmer, but no alteration in size ; 
the bowels more regular, and evacuations somewhat improved. Diet ordered 
to be altered to beef tea and jellies. 

Sept. 5. Both eye-lids in perfect action; no convulsions; bowels regular, 
and evacuations healthy ; countenance expressive of ease and comfort; can 
sit up with little assistance, and appears lively; head much firmer, and 
reduced in size half an inch; gains flesh. 

Oct. 29. The head is firm and the sutures quite closed; the child begins 
to walk about, as yet rather staggering ; plasters left off. The child con- 
tinued to progress, and in three months was restored to perfect health. 

Case 6.—A child, three months old, was born with rather a large head, 
which had increased gradually up to this time, and measured seventeen 
iaches, The symptoms were similar to the former cases, with the excep- 
tion of squinting, and no dropping of the eyelid. The head was shaved, 
and the plasters applied on the 15th of August. In two months the condi- 
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tion of the child was much improved; the head firmer; no convulsions; 
bowels regular, and evacuations healthy. The plasters were reapplied 
twice in the course of the following three months, and no untoward symp- 
tom had presented itself. By the ead of January, the child appeared per- 
fectly recovered; the sutures had quite closed, and the anterior fontanelle 
nearly ; but strange to say, the head had not lessened in size from the com- 
mencement. It was suckled through the whole course, and seldom required 
the castor oil. 


For the American Medical Intelligencer. 


Arr. IL—CASE OF COMPLICATED LABOUR. 


BY H. A. TATUM, M. D. * . 
Norfolk, Jan. 16th, 1840. 


Dear sir,—I have long felt an inclination to report to you, to be made use of 
as you thiok best, a case which I think of rare occurrence, which came under 
my treatment several years ago, whilst I was practitioner of medicine in the 
city of Richmond. I was called to see Mrs. F., late at night, in labour with 
her first child, after passing through the regular period of gestation ; she was 
tall, remarkably well-formed, and apparently about twenty-two years of age. 
I examined her, and found, so far as the usual examination could inform me, 
that the labour was progressing regularly, the os uteri dilating, the head of 
the child presenting, and the pains regular. After waiting a due time I 
examined her again, and found the os uteri well dilated, the head well pre- 
sented, and the pains strong; I waited a short time and found by another 
examination that the head did not advance at all, when there was every 
reason to calculate on a speedy termination to her sufferings, and in a short 
time my patient was in violent convulsions. I passed my hand up between 
the child and the wall of the uterus, and found that the hour-glass contrac- 
tion had taken place around the waist of the child, between the ribs and the 
hips, compressing the part embraced to the smallest compass, which strait I 
passed with the greatest difficulty by the use of much force, (beiag encou- 
raged to persevere by my highly esteemed friend, Dr. Thos. Nelson, whom 
I had sent for,) and found a large globe above, towards the fundus, which 
would have contained much more than the hips and lower extremities ; I 
then brought down one foot and then the other, after the accomplishment of 
which I pushed the head out of the way as well as I could, and delivered 
by the feet. I thought it probable that I had dislocated the head of the os 
femoris on one side of the child, but to my surprise it did not appear to be 
injured. It was a large boy, did well, and the mother recovered as though 
there had been no unnatural action of the uterus; and in due time became 
pregnant again, and no ulterior evil attended that I know of. The delivery 
was accomplished in some ten, twelve, or fourteen hours after I saw her. 

| should like to see this case in your next number, if you should deem it 
worthy of a place, or that it will afford my medical brethren any informa- 
tion which may in any way be useful. 

With the hope that your very useful work may prosper, I am, very 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. A. Tatum, M. D. 


Robley Dunglison, M. D. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 


Western Journal of Medicine and Surgery.' 

This new “monthly” springs from the ashes of the “ Western Journal of 
the Medical and Physical Sciences” and the “ Louisville Journal of Medi- 
cine and Surgery.” It is edited by Professors Drake and Yandell,—the 
former known to all as the able and energetic promoter of medical science 
in the west; and the latter an energetic teacher in the same school as Dr. 
Drake, and not unknown to the readers of this journal. Under such 
management, and with such a list of collaborators, we anticipate much mat- 
ter of great interest. 

The number before us consists of Original Communications, Reviews, 

and Bibliographical Notices, and Selections from American and Foreign 
Journals. ‘ Wedded to no particular systems of pathology or therapeutics,” 
say the respectable editors, “ we shall freely admit original facts and specu- 
lations of all kinds, provided they bear an aspect of truth and utility. lo 
thus throwing open our pages we shall not hold ourselves responsible for 
the verity or soundness of any thing not emanating from our own pens, 
though we shall at all times endeavour to exclude ‘ false facts’ and frivolous 
speculations.” ‘“ Under this rule,” they add, “we have inserted in the pre- 
sent number, a review, by one of our most able and authoritative collabora- 
tors, of the published lectures of a distinguished eastern physician, [Dr. 
Hosack, | without inquiring whether or not the opinions of our learned friend 
are such as we could endorse.” 
_. We doubt not that in this disclaimer,—which, by the way, is something 
unusual,—the able editors have acted with as much discretion as delicacy. 
No one, who is at all acquainted with the style and sentiments of the 
reviewer, can hesitate a moment as to the authorship of the article. “Ex 
pede Herculem !” 


Wright on the Uses of Water? 


We are glad to see any attention directed to the valuable agent, which 
forms the subject of the introductory before us,—and which is, after all, our 
“febrifugum magnum” in the various forms of pyrexia, our great refrige- 
rant, internal as well as external. If, indeed, we adopt the definition of 
refrigerants given by Dr. Paris, and we see no reason why we should not, 
cold may be regarded as our sole internal refrigerant. ‘ There are,” he 
observes, “ certain saline substances, which, by undergoing a rapid solution, 
and acquiring an increased capacity for caloric, produce a diminution of 
temperature ; and if this takes place in the stomach, the sensation of cold 
which it produces, is equivalent to a partial abstraction of stimulus; this 


‘The Western Journal of Medicine and Sengery. edited Daniel Drake, M. D. and 
the isville 


Lunsford P. Yandell, M. D., Professors in 
January 1840. Louisville, Ky. 

* A Lecture an the Physiological and Therapeutical Uses of Water, delivered to the 
students of the Ohio Medical College, at the opening of the Session of 1839—40. By 
M. B. Wright, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. Published by 
the Class. 8vo, pp. 23. 


edical Institute. No. 1, 
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being extended by sympathy to the heart, occasions a transient reduction in 
the force of the circulation, and by this, or by a similar sympathetic affec- 
tion, causes a sensation of cold over the whole body.” If such be the modus 
operandi of refrigerants—and we repeat we see no reason why it should not 
be—there is no necessity for the nitrate of potassa or any other reputed 
refrigerant, inasmuch as we have in ice and cold water agents that can 
accomplish in a simple manner what is proposed to be done in one far 
more operose and unsatisfactory. , 


The views of the author of the lecture before us are in the main good, but 


some of his positions are as singular as the language and illustrations are 
peculiar. For instance: 


In speaking of the use of the bath he thus expresses himself :— 


“ Does the exhausted and aching traveller, or the weary labourer wish for 
renewed strength? Let him retire to the bath, in imitation of Hercules, 
whose limbs were invigorated, by being bathed in the warm spring of Ther- 
mopyle. Has sadness taken possession of the feelings? It can be removed, 
far more effectually, by the bath than the bottle. The poet who seeks wings 
for his imagination, or the orator who would render his intellect expansive 
and enduring, can invoke with more profit the bath than the bottle. If the 
commander who is maturing his plans of conquest, will enter the bath, as 
did the mighty Napoleon, he may behold the Alps before him, and his 
strong arms embracing all beyond. And, although, like that fearless con- 
queror, he may be chained to some ocean isle, his unhappy fate will not 


— the same speed, or certainty, as after a dependence on the bottle.” 
—P- 


Of the effects of the cold bath we have the following illustration :— 


“Spartan mothers employed the bath, and the mothers of the present 
generation follow their example with a view to make Spartan sons. To 
establish the fact, that it is an absurd and destructive practice, we need 
only look at the depressing influence of cold, and the known laws of vital 
reaction. In every day life, we have presented to us a wide difference 
between the effects of the same cause upon different individuals. Look at 
the two brothers who have been subjected to the same parental treatment. 
They are on their way to school. The one is clothed in thick woollen gar- 
ments—his feet are well protected, and yet he is shivering and crying with 
the cold. The other exposes his breast to the north wind—pulls off his 
shoes and stockings—wades through the snow, and slides upon the ice bare- 
foot, and he is a whistling, merry fellow. In what resides the difference of 
their power to resist ? In the original constitution. In the one case, vitality 
is not sufficiently active and powerful to withstand the chilling agency of 
the cold. In the other, reaction is speedy, for there is less nervous impres- 
sibility, and more energy of function.”—p. 6. 


The following extract exhibits a debasing picture of intoxication :— 


“Tntoxication sometimes renders it difficult to distinguish the man from 
the brute. They are not so apt to occupy the same stye, as they are to wal- 
low in the same mire. Your enrinelty, and perhaps your kind feelings may 
prompt you to discriminate between them. You can do so readily by dash- 
ing upon them a bucket of cold water. The one, without regard to the 
loneliness and safety of his companion, will abruptly run away. The other 
will gradually raise himself upon his hands and knees—then he will assame 
the sitting posture—and finally you will be enabled to discover, in spite of 
filth and stupidity, the outlines of what was once aman. In a word, gea- 
tlemen, cold water is not only one of the best preventives of drunkenness, 
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but when poured upon the head or dashed upon the face, it is one of the best 
means of rousing an individual from this state to sensibility and thought.” 


—p. 14. 


The author’s views on the use of cold water and calomel in fever, which 
he properly regards as by no means incompatible, are thus given :— 


_ “Does the dread in the use of cold water and calomel arise from their 
liability to produce salivation? Aye, it is from this fear that a deep and 
extended mischief has arisen. It is this which has laid the foundation for 
an exclusive and abusive administration of calomel. And, gentlemen 
unless you and those who are now receiving their medical education, shall 
think correctly, and act decisively upon this subject, ee om rofessional 
career shall have an end, you will hear this remedy decried by the thunder- 
toned voice of public sentiment, and behold it erased from the catalogue of 
remedies. 

“ Perhaps the first case you will be called upon to treat after engaging in 
practice, will be one of fever. You may be induced to give a dose of calo- 
mel, The stomach not being prepared for its action, the wished for effect 
is not realised, and you prescribe it again and again. If, at this time, the 
thirst of your patient should not be relieved, he will drink water in despite 
of your caution, and salivation will be very liable to ensue. Then will 
come the complaint on the part of the patient, and censure on the part of the 
physician, Now, gentlemen, under such circumstances, upon whom should 
properly rest the blame? upon the patient or the attendant? It is probable 
that in such a case, cold water would contribute to the ptyalism ; and it is 
probable, too, that without the water, no other effect would be produced than 
an increase of the morbid state already existing. And to my mind, another 
thing is very certain. If the water were allowed at a more early period, the 
stomach would be prepared for the reception of the calomel, a comparatively 
small quantity would act strongly, and soreness of the gums would be 
avoided. If a small dose of calomel, combined with the use of cold water, 
will produce as powerful an effect as a large dose without it, is not the for- 
mer to be preferred? No man can hesitate to adopt that plan which will 
secure the good and avoid the evil.”—p. 21. 


Lastly, the author’s peroration :— 


“For convenience, and in aid of the memory, writers upon materia 
medica arrange several articles under one therapeutic head. But these 
articles all differ in their sensible properties, and in the cure of disease, 
each one exercises an action of its own—closely allied, it is true, but suill 
distinct. I therefore enjoin upon you, not to reject the old for the new, nor 
the new for the old, but to permit your inquiries and reflections to embrace 
them all. The dew in the sequestered vale, hath its own sweetness and 
influence, as well as the water which gushes, and comes foaming from the 
sunny hill side. The eager and inquisitive traveller, is not satisfied with 
sojourning at the retired spring, nor yet with sailing upon the ocean wave, 
but he ranges over all between. Such, I hope, will be the aspirations of 
those, constituting the medical class now before me.”—p. 23. 


The lecture contains many typographical errors, and some that can 
scarcely be so classed. How does the anthor establish that “during the 
patriarchal age, cleansing the body constituted an item of Christian duty ?” 
The medium temperature of the “tepid bath,” he places at 90°; and he 
affirms that the spasmodic variety of croup is far more common than the 
inflammatory, ail of which is contrary to our notions. 

Surely if the following remark be accurate, old ulcers, or, as the author 
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terms them, “ perennial flowers,” must be alarmingly frequent in Cincin- 
nati :— 


“Those students who are not of the opinion now, will undoubtedly, 
before the present hospital term expires be convinced that there is 
exceeding great difficulty in curing those perennial flowers, denominated 
‘old ulcers.” They are most frequently seated upon the lower limbs, and 
although they are very often connected with broken-dowa constitutions, they 
are in many cases the result of neglected and badly treated injuries. But 
these ulcers are not confined to hospitals. They are common throughout 
the community., Pause for a moment as you pass along the side-walks of 
eur city, and presently you will observe an individual standing or hopping 
on one leg. Ask him what is the matter, and he will tell you, with a most 
tueful countenance, that he has hurt his sore shin.”—p. 17. 


Hayward on the Transalleghany Springs of Virginia.' 


Professor Hayward visited several of the transalleghany springs of Vir- 
ginia during the past summer, and the pamphlet before us comprises some 
of the results of his observations. 

We extract the more medical portions of these. 


“ Warm Springs.—The temperature of the water at the Warm Springs 
is ninety-six degrees at all seasons of the year. It is so perfectly pellucid, 
that it ts difficult to realise, when you first look into the spring, that there is 
any water there, the objects at the bottom are seen with so much distinct- 
ness. Bubbles of air are constantly rising to the surface, and these have 
been ascertained to be principally nitrogen, which, I believe, is by no means 
uncommon in sulphureous thermal springs. The water is not disagreeable 
to the taste, or, at least, it was not so to me, except from its temperature. It 
contains sulphur, magnesia, lime, and various other substances in minute 
proportions ; but its virtues, { am inclined to think, are owing to its tempera- 
ture rather than to any medicinal agents combined with it. The sulphur 
may in some cases have a good effect, for the water is so much impregnated 
with it as to partake strongly of its odour. The supply of water is very 
copious. It is received into a room thirty-eight feet in diameter, and is 
allowed to rise to a depth of five feet when it is intended for the gentlemen 
to bathe, and four feet for the ladies. After it has been used, the water is 
drawn off, and the bath fills again in a quarter of an hour. The usual prac- 
tice at the springs is to bathe twice or even three times a day, and remain 
in the water about fifteen minutes each time. It is advised to avoid active 
exercise while in the bath, and to be rubbed with a coarse cloth immediately 
on coming out, which office I can say, from expetience, is faithfully per- 
formed by a black attendant. 

“It is difficult to conceive of a more delightful bath ; it is almost worth a 
journey to Virginia to enjoy it. It is not only agreeable at the time, but its 
effects are in a high degree pleasant, producing no lassitude, but 1ather 
imparting vigour to the system. It is usual to take the first bath at 5 o’clock 
in the morning, and it is then particularly grateful, for the temperature of 
the air at that hour, even in summer, is not much above fifty degrees. 

“ These springs are pringipally resorted to by patients afflicted with rheu- 
matism, gout, and paralytic affections, though all classes of invalids who go 
to the Virginia watering places usually pass a few days at the Warm 
Springs, if it be only to enjoy the delicious bathing. One patient, a highly 
cultivated and intelligent man, derived great benefit while I was there, from 


* Remarks on some of the Medicinal Springs of Virginia. By George Hayward, 
M. D. (Read before the Boston Society for Medical Improvement, Sept. 22, 1839.) 
8vo, pp. 11. Boston, 1839. 
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these baths. He was afflicted with the govt to a distressing degree, which 


was complicated, also, with an affection of the spine, producing a partial 
aralysis of the right hand. The effects at the time were perfectly wonder- 
1, but whether they were permanent or not, lam unable to say. He was 
relieved toa very considerable extent, not only of his lameness, but also of 
it his pain, which at times had been very acute. He bathed constantly twice 
oF or three times a day, and remained in the water half an hour each time. 
te He frequently assured me, after bathing, that instead of having any feeling 
on of languor or debility, he was refreshed and invigorated by it. 
a “The Warm Springs will, I doubt not, be found beneficial in most cases 
| ‘iF of debility in which there is no organic disease, though if is probable that 
“| much of the benefit which such patients derive from a visit to them, should 
oi be set down to the pure mountain air which they enjoy, their entire change 
at of diet, and total abstinence from stimulating liquors, for none of these are 
At drank at the public tables at the watering places in Virginia. 
“ Hot Springs.—Five miles Warm Springs are situated the 


}: Hot Springs. They are six in number, varying from 98 to 106 degrees in 
MI temperature, which, like that of the Warm Springs, remains the same 
oat throughout the year. The water of the Hot Springs contains various sub- 
He | stances, as iron, magnesia, soda and lime, carbonic acid gas, nitrogen, which 
Pi. is constantly escaping from it in bubbles, and a minute portion of sulphuretted 
On hydrogen. When taken internally, it is said to act as a diuretic, diaphoretic, 
ie and a mild aperient. Whatever difference of opinion there may be as to the 
shag power which it is able to éxert on the system when taken into the stomach, 
pg there can be no doubt of its salutary influence when judiciously used as an 
external remedy.” 
i q “ They ihe waters] have been found, when taken in combination with 
ve the bath, of great use in gout, rheumatism, neuralgic affections, functional 
li ‘ diseases of the liver, debility of various kinds, especially that connected 
| 


ee with, and consequent on, a derangement of the digestive organs. These 
if springs are owned by Dr. Goode, a very intelligent physician, under whose 
direction the baths are conducted. By this means, the sweating bath, a 
‘a remedy of great power, is administered in many instances with the happiest 
a effects, and in all with perfect safety.” 
aii: “ White Sulphur.—The most celebrated of all the Virginia springs, and 
ae probably the most powerful, is the White Sulphur, which is thirty-five 
lon miles nogend the Hot Springs, and six miles west of the Alleghany moun- 
vale tains. hough situated in a valley, it is, like all the springs in that neigh- 
he bourhood, in an elevated position, with a delightful climate in summer, and 
nh surrounded with mountainous scenery of great beauty. Independently of 
ee the benefit that may be derived from the medicinal waters, a better situation 
4h 7 for an invalid during the hot season can hardly be imagined. It has the 
a advantage of a salubrious and invigorating air, an agreeable temperature, 
4 lé cool at morning and evening, the thermometer ranging at those periods 
Ris. during the summer, between Eity and sixty degrees, and rarely attaining a 
ba " greater height than eighty degrees at any part of the day, and an elasticity 
; in the atmosphere that prevents the heat from being at any time oppressive, 
ps and enables the invalid to take active exercise in the open air during the 
ied) day without fatigue.” 
aot ‘Though the odour and taste of the water, from its being strongly im- 
ae pregnated with sulphur, are disagreeable to most persons on first using it, I 
6 ig noticed that the dogs, that are kept in great numbers at the springs for the 
at purpose of hunting, seemed to be very partial to it. I was scarcely ever at 
ae the spring that I did not see one or more of these animals lapping the water 
Sey with great apparent relish as it flowed from it. 
ih 3 “The water, of which there is an abundant supply, is at a temperature of 
’ sixty degrees throughout the year. It is very transparent and slightly spark- 
ling, from the gases which it contains; these are sulphuretted hydrogen, 
carbonic acid gas, nitrogen and oxygen. Bubbles of air, principally nitrogen 
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are constantly rising to the surface of the water and escaping from it, in the 
same way as in the Warm and Hot Springs. Its other contents are lime, 
magnesia, soda, iron, organic matter and precipitated sulphur. This latter 
ingredient seems to be very abundant, and a copious deposit of it may be 
seen at all times at the bottom of the spring, though it is usually cleaned 
out every few days. From the white appearance of this deposit the spring 
takes its name. 

“The water of the White Sulphur Spring no doubt possesses medicinal 
properties of great power. Multitudes who resort to it annually are bene- 
fited by its use, while a few, perhaps, deriving no advantage, are inclined to 
believe that the water has no remediate powers. But it should be recol- 
lected that these waters are not calculated to relieve all cases, and that in 
those where they might be useful, they may prove mischievous if not judi- 
ciously taken. Many persons, immediately on arriving at the springs, 
drink the water immoderately, and not a few suffer for their rashness. 
When taken in this way it is said to produce a powerful determination of 
blood to the head, attended with pain and dizziness, and sometimes followed 
by severe cerebral symptoms. 

“Though this water is nauseous to most persons on first drinking it, a 
relish for it is soon acquired, and in a short time, in most instances, it be- 
comes a favourite beverage. I met with several individuals, in perfect 
health, who declared to me that they preferred it to uny other liquor, and 
drank it merely as a luxury. 

“Tt is said to act on the kidneys, the bowels, the liver, and the skin. As 
a diuretic, its effects are very soon apparent, but it usually requires some 
days before it produces a decided action on the bowels. Its operation on 
the liver, too, is not manifest for some time, and where there is a great tor- 
por of this organ, some auxiliary means may at first be required. Its effect 
on the skin is very apparent, though not immediate; after drinking the 
“a a few weeks the perspiration becomes strongly impregnated with 
sulphur. 

“The use of this water is no doubt beneficial in a variety of affections, 
and I am inclined to believe that it will be found signally useful in those 
functional derangements of the digestive organs, which are so common, and 
at the same time so unmanageable, dupocinll when they are connected with 
disturbance of the liver, or a torpid state of the bowels, The whole tribe of 
dyspeptics, if their trouble be not the effect of organic disease, may resort, 
with a well-grounded expectation of relief, to these healing waters. 

“ Another numerous class of patients, known under the very common, but 
not very significant name of bilious, is said to find, very often, relief from 
them. Many persons of this description come to the springs from the south 
and southwest, whose constitutions have been shattered by the diseases inci- 
dent to the climate, and they almost invariably derive benefit from a resi- 
dence there. In such individuals there is, hardly without exception, some 
derangement of the biliary secretion, consequent very often on intermittents 
and other fevers of the country. 

“Chronic rheumatism is a disease from which relief is, in very many 
instances, obtained by a resort to this spring. In this case great advantage 
is derived from the external as well as internal use of the waters, and for 
this purpose an excellent bathing house has this year been erected, with 
every convenience for using-the bath in every form and at any temperature 
that may be desired. ; 

“ Cutaneous eruptions of various kinds are frequently removed by a similar 
management. 

“ Many of the distressing symptoms, which are by no means the unusual 
attendants of chronic affections of the urinary organs, are in many cases 
alleviated, and in some entirely removed, by a judicious use of the White 
Sulphur water. 

“There are other maladies over which,:it is said, it exerts a favourable 
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control. But it is unnecessary to enumerate them, partly because I cannot 
speak from persona! knowledge, and partly because I suspect that in some 
of them the advocates of the springs may have exaggerated the virtues of 
the water. ; 

“But of this much I feel confident, that these springs will, in a majority 
of cases, be usefu] not only in those diseases which I have named, but also 
to that numerous class of patients who are affected with debility connected 
with functional derangement, or that which is consequent on previous dis- 
ease, or excess and imprudence in living.” 

“ Sweet Springs.—The temperature of the water is seventy-six degrees, 
and is the same at all seasons. It is very abundant, and is situated in one 
of the most beautiful mountain valleys of that region. It centains a large 
quantity of gas, particularly the carbonic acid gas, and this imparts to ita 
sparkling and agreeable taste. In what way it obtained the name of sweet, 
I cannot learn; it certainly does not deserve it, for it is decidedly acidulous. 
E contains lime, magnesia, soda, iron, &c., but in what quantities | do not 

now. 

“The water of the Sweet Springs, when taken internally, is not supposed 
to possess medicinal properties equal to that of some of the other springs ; 
but in combination with the bath, it is found useful in many diseases, as 
theumatism, paralytic affections, and — debility. It has also been 
extolled in dyspepsia, and in that countless tribe of maladies which follow 
in its train. It is certainly a very agreeable bath, pleasant while you are in 
it, and followed by a delightful glow as soon as you come out.”—p. 10 


The Blue, the Salt, the Gray and the Red Sulphur, were not visited by 
Dr. Hayward. 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES. 


Report of the Obstetric Department of the Philadelphia Dispensary for 
the year 1839. Josrrpu Warrineton, M. D., Accoucheur.—Seventy-seven 
women have been under the care of the accoucheur in this institution during 
the year. 

anata Te children have been delivered, viz. 53 boys and 26 girls. 
One woman having twin boys, and one twin girls. 

In forty-seven cases in which the presentations and positions of the 
foetuses were carefully observed, they were as follows :—28 in the first posi- 
tion of vertex, 11 in second do., 4 in fourth do. ; 3 in first position of breech, 
1 in fourth position of knees. 

The average duration of labour in forty-five cases, was 11 hours 26 
minutes,—the extremes being 30 minutes and 31 hours. 

The average time required for the spontaneous expulsion of the placenta 
in fifty-one cases was 19 minutes, the extremes being 5 and 60 minutes. In 
six other cases, some manual aid was necessary to the delivery of this mass, 
after a retention for 30, 60, 99, 120, and 240 minutes respectively. . 

In each of these cases the delay of its delivery. depended upon either 
atony of the uterus, or the manner in which the placenta presented at its 
orifice, and not to adhesion or hour-glass contraction. The insinuation of 
the finger in four of the cases, and of the hand into the vagina and os uteri 
in two, was found sufficient for the completion of delivery. 

In one case the fcetus presented originally in the fourth, but became spon- 
taneously ohonged to the second position of the vertex. | 

In one case, flexion of the head upon the thorax did not take place until 
the hand was introduced to assist the change. 

The forceps were applied in four cases, viz., in one, which 1 year and 15 
days previously had been delivered by the crotchet, in consequence of defi- 
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cient amplitude of the pelvis, (child now delivered alive.) One in conse- 
quence of contraction of the antero-posterior diameter, with the additional 
obstacle of the jutting in of the left acetabulum, (child living.) Case given 
in detail by Wm. H. Miller,' one of the obstetric class. In one in conse- 
| at of an irreducible prolapsus of the cord, (child not quite dead when 

elivered, but could not be resuscitated.) And in a fourth case in conse- 
quence of the defect of uterine action, and a small but well-formed pelvis 
—ergot having failed to effect delivery, (child living.) 

Ergot was used in this one case only, during the whole year. 

All the women recovered, except one who died of phthisis eight days after 
delivered, which occurred three weeks before term—the patient not being 
expected to live till that time. Delivery was effected by the uterine efforts 
merely, and almost unconsciously to the emaciated and enfeebled mother. 

Two patients had metritis, coming on after natutal and easy labour, and 
one, (the case of which has been given with some detail, ) after considerable 
manipulation and the use of the forceps. 

These were cured in a few days by blood-letting, general and local, mode- 
rate purging, fomentations to abdomen, and mucilaginous injections into 
vagina. 

There was one case of severe uterine and mammary engorgement, occur- 
ring on the third day after a natural labour; it was promptly cured by two 
doses of calomel and castor oil, with the frequent use of fomentations to the 
mamme and abdomen. 

One patient suffered much from ovaritis during the latter part of gestation. 
She was greatly relieved by cupping before delivery, and a free leeching 
subsequently, 

In one case, in which there was slight hemorrhage at the time of delivery, 
the placenta was found to be studded with numerous calcareous deposits 
upon its uterine surface. 

Several other placente were remarked to contain this species of forma- 
tion, but no peculiar condition of the patient or child was noticed in connec- 
tion with the circumstance. 

Four or five of the children had ophthalmia ; all of them recovered except 
one, which died in convulsions eight days after its birth; the inflammation 
being intense, and no nurse could be obtained to attend upon the mother, 
and apply the remedies proposed for the relief of the child. 

Dr. Warrington holds the appointment of atcoucheur to this ancient and 
extensive institution, with the view to establish a school of practical mid- 
wifery. The cases are distributed amongst those members of his class who 
attend upon his course of practical instructions in obstetrics, after having 
attended a full course of anatomy and midwifery in some respectable medi- 
eal school. 

Twenty-five gentlemen have participated in his courses of instruction at 
the Dispensary, and attended upon the above list of cases the past year. 

. The number of patients for 1839 exceeded those of the previous year by 
twenty-four. 


The Connection of the Human Placenta and Uterus, shown without the 
aid of Injection. By Wwutiam Cumin, M. D., Regius Professor of Mid- 
wifery*—On the 16th of June, 1839, a gentleman very kindly sent me the 
oterus of a female, who had died of diseased heart fourteen days after the 
expulsion of a seven moaths’ foetus. The uterus measured externally, from 
the margin of the fundus to the margin of the anterior lip, five inches, and 
its greatest breadth was thrée inches. The os uteri was of a dark purple 
ar with a granular and somewhat shreddy surface; but it was not 

ssured. 


' See p. 341. ® Lond. Med. Gaz. Oct. 12, 1839, p. 95. 
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The internal surface of the uterus presented a granular appearance, from 
particles of adherent plastic lymph. A portion of the placenta, abvut half 
an inch in thickness at the thickest part, adhered to the anterior part of the 
body and fundus of the uterus, The free surface of the placenta was granu- 
lated and very irregular, with many prominences dnd: depressions. The 
structure of the placenta was throughout free from any appearance of decay, 
and perfectly healthy. On cutting perpendicularly through the uterus and 
placenta, several of the uterine veins were seen to contain tubular concre- 
tions of plastic lymph, not adherent to the walls of the vessels, and having 
both their surfaces besmeared with blood. One remarkably distinct concre- 
tion of this kind was seen projecting from the surface of the incision in the 
fundus. Similar tubular concretions were observed in the oblique vessels 

ssing between the uterus and placenta, quite as beautifully displayed as in 
William Hunter’s preparations now deposited at Glasgow, where they are 
injected with wax. These, however, were less exactly tubular, and of a 
less firm consistence, than what were seen in the uterine vessels. Other 
concretions of plastic lymph within vessels were observed in the substance 
of the remnant of the placenta. They were the same in their nature, but 
less distinctly tubular. 
~ On cutting into a dark puckered spot in the left ovarium, a corpus luteum 
was discovered, having a fleshy disc, and a firm white substance in the 
centre. 


The preparation is in my possession. 


- Collegeof Physicians and Surgeons, Upper Canada.—We \earn from 
our correspondent, Dr. Lucius O’Brien, that the following gentlemen con- 
stitute the board of officers of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Upper Canada :— 

President, Christopher Widmer, Esq.; Vice President, John King, 
M.D.; Tresaurer, R. C. Horne, Esq.; Secretary and Registrar, Lucius 
O’Brien, M. D. ; Censors, John King, M. D., Lucius O’Brien, M. D., Wal- 
ter Telfer, Esq., W. C. Gwynne, M. D., George Herrick, M. D.; Inspector 
of Apothecaries’ Shops, John King, M. D. 

Medical Almanack.—We have not received—doubtless owing to accident 
the Medical Almanack, by Dr. Smith, the able editor of the Boston Medi- 
eal and Surgical Journal. Such a work, carefully executed, and yearly 

improved by successive additions, and corrections, cannot fail to be well 
received by the profession. 

Northern Dispensary of Philadelphia.—The Northern Dispensary for 
the Medical Relief of thé Poor of Philadelphia—with a copy of the Rules, 
Regulations, and By-Laws of which we have been favoured by Dr. Thomas 
H. Yardley, one of the Consulting Physicians to the Lying-in Department 
—is one of those excellent charities which shed their blessings on the 
locality in which they are situate. It has been established twenty-three years, 
and has been instrumental! in furnishing relief to 18,846 persons. During 
the past year, 409 cases have been treated; and 24 obstetrical cases have 
occurred in the lying-in department. 

The disbursements of the institution amount to $1916.51. 


Gross’s Pathological Anatomy.—We are glad to find that this valuable 
work meets with high commendation from the medical press. 
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